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Lithuania aligns itself fully with the statement delivered on behalf of the EU, and on behalf of the Nordic-Baltic states. I would like to add some remarks in my national capacity. 
Allow me to warmly welcome you, Madam Secretary General, to the OSCE Permanent Council and thank you for your address. We warmly appreciate your visit in Vilnius last week.
Again, we meet against the backdrop of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. A brutal war that has devastating consequences for human lives, affecting individuals, families, and entire communities.  
Within this context Lithuania will, on May 17, assume the Presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of the Europe. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164939809]During its Presidency Lithuania’s main priority will be to continue promoting and protecting democratic values and principles against aggression and authoritarianism with the strong focus on supporting Ukraine, defending itself against the Russian war of aggression, as well as ensuring Russia’s full accountability for international crimes. 
Lithuania will support the smooth operation of the Register of Damage Caused by the Aggression of the Russian Federation Against Ukraine, established within the institutional framework of the Council of Europe as the first component of a comprehensive compensation mechanism for Ukraine and intends to work towards the expansion of its membership. We will also explore the options of providing the Council of Europe expert support for the establishment of a comprehensive compensation mechanism.
Particular attention shall be given to the protection of the rights, safety, and well-being of the children of Ukraine, especially those forcefully deported to and illegally adopted in Russia, ensuring the safe return of Ukrainian children and accountability of perpetrators.
As the Presidency, Lithuania will also strive to ensure a continued agenda of the Council of Europe, implementing the decisions of the Reykjavik summit and decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, supporting human rights and democracy, and focusing on new foreign policy directions, including human rights to a clean and healthy environment and issues of artificial intelligence and human rights. 

I thank you.
