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Mr Chairperson, thank you for giving me the floor. 

I would like to deliver the statement on behalf of Estonia, Latvia and my own country, Lithuania. We fully align ourselves with the European Union statement. 

On 18 January, in response to concerns raised by another participating State regarding the ongoing joint Russian-Belarusian air exercise, the delegation of Belarus assured this Forum that the exercise, which is scheduled to finish today – on 1 February, was “purely defensive in nature”. Since mid-January, Belarus and Russia have been training the aviation component of their joint group of forces across all military airfields and training grounds of Belarus. According to Belarusian official reports, earlier this week movement of forces from the Belarusian to Russian airfields was exercised. It remains to be seen whether the Russian air force component will redeploy back to its permanent unit locations after the end of this exercise. 

In addition to the joint air exercise, since mid-October last year the Belarusian training grounds and facilities have been actively used by the Russian ground forces. There has been no timeframe given for this activity. 

With this in mind, we can only conclude that these Russian air and ground deployments and activities in Belarus are conducted in order to put pressure on Ukraine, and actively facilitate and support Russia’s military aggression. 

We recall that a year ago, the unusual and unscheduled large-scale Russia-Belarus exercise Union Resolve-2022 was taking place on the Belarusian territory. In accordance with the Vienna Document Chapter III, on 9th February 2022 Lithuania, also on behalf of Estonia and Latvia, submitted the request to Belarus for an explanation. It was an attempt to make use of the Vienna Document Risk Reduction Mechanism in anticipation that Belarus would exercise the required transparency, answer the questions and dispel growing concerns. However, explanations given by Belarus were untruthful and cynical.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Certainly, Belarus did not recognize that the exercise Union Resolve-2022 was conducted as cover for a staging ground in preparation of the full-scale invasion of its sovereign peaceful neighbour Ukraine. 

On 24th February it became obvious that Belarus provided Russian troops with the shortest possible route for an attack on Kyiv. 

After the Union Resolve-2022, Russia’s military presence in Belarus was extended indefinitely. 

Taking the above into consideration, it is clear that the Belarusian delegation’s assertion that they are “not interested in resolving inter-state conflicts by military means” must be viewed with extreme scepticism.  

Belarus’ active support to Russia’s war is in violation of the UN Charter, international law, and is contrary to the fundamental principles of the OSCE. We call on Belarus to stop supporting Russia, and desist from allowing Russia to use its territory and infrastructure in Russia’s illegal war against Ukraine. 

Russia seeks to harness Belarus’ sovereignty and independence. We call on Belarus to refrain from directly engaging its armed forces in Russia’s aggression. 

We call on Russia to end its war of aggression, withdraw all its forces and military equipment from the entire territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognised borders, and return to fulfilling all of its international obligations. 

Mr Chairperson, we would like to underscore once again our unwavering support to Ukraine, and reiterate our firm commitment to provide Ukraine with political, military, financial and humanitarian assistance, until Ukraine prevails in its defence against Russia’s aggression. 

Thank you.
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